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	1. Awarding institution / body


	Leeds Metropolitan University

	2. Teaching institution


	Hull College

	3. Programme accredited by


	

	4. Final award and title


	FdA Lens Based Photo Media

	5. Route title


	Art & Design

	6. UCAS code


	W640

	7. QAA  benchmarking group(s)                                     
	Foundation Degree Qualification Benchmark 

Art & Design Benchmarks


Award Programme Specification

[…] College HE Scheme

	1.   Awarding Institution / Body
	Leeds Metropolitan University

	2.   Teaching Institution
	Hull College 

	3.   Programme Accredited by
	 

	4.   Final Award
	Foundation Degree Lens Based Photo Media

	5.   Route Title(s)
	Art and Design

	6.   UCAS Code
	 

	7    QAA Benchmarking Group(s)
	Art and Design;  Architecture;  Communication, film and cultural studies  

	8 General Aims and Objectives of the Route and Award

8.1 The Route

 The Foundation Degree Lens Based Photo Media award adopts the overall aims and objectives of the Art and Design route which in turn reflect those of Hull College Higher Education Scheme.  

The aims and objectives of the Route are to :

· Provide Foundation Degrees and Honours Degrees for specific vocational areas included within the Art and Design Route;

· Provide curricula which develop a range of technical, vocational and key skills relevant to individual Awards;

· Develop independent learners;

· Widen participation in the areas included within the Art and Design Route

· Increase access to higher education from under-represented groups in the local community;

· Provide a framework in which employers, employer bodies and providers can collaborate to develop the curriculum;

· Contribute to the skill base of Yorkshire and the Humber and other local economies in the context of the development of the sectors within the Art and Design Route;
· Produce capable and well-rounded graduates who will make a contribution to the labour market needs of the local regional and national economies and have appropriate knowledge and skills to fulfil their aspirations and potential.

8.2 The Award

8.2.1 Award Rationale

The Foundation Degree in Lens Based Photo Media is the only available higher education course in lens based media in the East Yorkshire region and meets the needs of local, regional and national students wishing to study the subject.

The Foundation Degree in Lens Based Photo Media has been designed to provide specialist skills using photographic, video and digital media, processes and technology relevant to contemporary creative and commercial practice. The Award has been designed to enable a multi-disciplinary approach to the use of media.

Commercial awareness is developed to further individual career potential. The undertaking of professional commissions and live projects is an integral part of the Award. The programme enables students to establish links with local and regional practitioners and organisations to develop professional experience.
The growth of theoretical ideas and concepts is encouraged through unit and assignment design, being seen as a critical core theme running throughout the Award.

The Foundation Degree in Lens Based Photo Media aims to provide students with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to enable progression to either an Honours Degree course in Lens Based Photo Media or to future employment within the Lens Based Photo Media industry.  The skills embedded in the Award have been identified by external contacts with industrial links, potential employers and professional visitors who contribute to the Award. 


	8.2.2 Award Aims and Objectives   
· enable students to develop transferable skills and knowledge which will enhance their contribution and develop their full potential in the field of Lens Based Photo Media;

· create progression opportunities for suitably qualified Lens Based Photo Media practitioners to access relevant degree level courses;

· develop reflective skills and problem-solving techniques in applying knowledge and skills to a variety of contexts within the  area of Lens Based Photo Media;

· integrate relevant work related learning to enhance students’ effectiveness in the workplace;

· respond to changes in the regional labour market in the Lens Based Photo Media sector 



	9  Award Learning Outcomes 

The Award contextualises the generic Scheme learning outcomes through the Route document, and adopts the Route Level One and Level Two learning outcomes.

9.2 Distinctiveness

Level One introduces students to the professional techniques, technology and processes of lens based media relevant to contemporary practice. Simulated work related projects will introduce students to industry equivalent techniques and processes. Visits to the workplace will provide students with opportunities to observe current lens based media and business processes.

The development of Visual language skills, expressive use of media and presentation techniques are integral to the programme. Visiting lecturers, practitioners and business people contribute to a timetabled talks programme within the Hull School of Art and Design that are accessible to all students. Contextual Studies, delivered through the PPD modules, contribute to the student’s intellectual development encouraging individual thought and creativity through critical and evaluative judgments. Progressive assessment and tutorials assist progression to level two.

Level Two will promote individual thinking and encourage professional skills in organisation and time management. Specialist technical skills and processes will be developed to an advanced level. The experience of work is reflected throughout the programme and students are encouraged to foster the skills and knowledge required by practitioners. Assignments will culminate in a visual and oral presentation to the students’ peers and staff, developing the communication and presentation skills necessary to succeed in the work place. Live project work will be set and, when possible, student presentations will be made to business providers and practitioners. Where practicable, employers will contribute towards assessment. At this level students will engage with business and professional practice units which will develop entrepreneurial skills based upon sound knowledge of business and professional practice. To gain confidence and to apply their developing skills students will be encouraged to undertake professionally commissioned projects and competitions.  Participation in external exhibitions and trade fairs will also enable students to present themselves to a wider audience of employers and the general public. Experiential learning is employed throughout the course and visits to studios, galleries and cultural centres, national and international, are arranged to broaden experience.

Students will take responsibility for their own learning, developing self designed projects that reflect increasing depth of critical and evaluative thought processes. This will establish the necessary transferable key skills and knowledge required for progression to a Level Three top up Honours year or to establish themselves in the Lens Based Photo Media industry.  
The programme will provide a supportive environment, offering teaching and technical expertise to meet student needs. A formal tutorial system charts students’ progress, with constructive feedback at individual and group levels. Assessment methodologies are responsive to students’ needs, address learning outcomes and chart learning development stages over the course of the programme.
9.3 Widening Participation

Some groups within the community and industry are un-represented in Lens Based Photo Media operations and management. Hull College’s strategy is to promote the recruitment of under-represented groups within the industry and College. The School of Art and Design is involved with various initiatives such as, school links, taster courses, Adult Learners Week, Access to HE course, part-time evening courses with associated creditation providing a lead into HE, progression information days for FE students The College mission statements identifys widening access to specific academic programmes of study as being a major aim, on behalf of students who may lack formal qualifications because of lack of opportunities in earlier life, or because they have been disadvantaged due to gender, race or disability. The Scheme supports this objective.

The Scheme will seek to continue the emphasis on widening participation and encourage recruitment of students from ethnic minorities and give special consideration to mature students. The College has an identified strategy to ensure compliance with relevant disability legislation (DDA 1995, SENDA 2001).  A part time mode of study is also available on this programme.



	9 Award structure & requirements, routes, credits, awards, levels, scheme modules.

Award Structure

Alongside the Scheme modules, there are a number of Route core modules at each level. In addition the Work Based Learning modules will reflect the focus of the student’s chosen award. The available modules are as follows:




	Certificate  Stage                             Level 4 120 Credits

Route Core

Credits

1

PPD1 Frameworks for understanding - histories, theories and perspectives

15

2

PPD2 Models of production, consumption, and representation

15

3

WRL1:  Photographic Principles

15

4

WRL 2: Studio Practice

15

Award Core

Credits

5

Studio Photography

15

6

Video Techniques

15

7

Location Photography

15

8

Digital Imaging

15

Diploma Stage                       Level 5 120 credits

Route Core

Credits

9

PPD3 Professional Contexts

15

10

PPD4 Contextualising Studio Practice

15

11

WRL 3: Lens Based Media in Practice (Location)

15

12

WRL 4: Lens Based Media in Practice (Studio)

15

Award Core

Credits

13

Specialist Studio Practice

15

14

Web Site Design (Multimedia)

15

15

Major Project

30



	11 Student Support

See Award Programme Specification



	12  Criteria for admission

	This award subscribes to the admissions criteria and processes specified within the Scheme documentation. In addition all applicants will be required to attend an interview with an appropriate portfolio of lens based portfolio and art and design work which demonstrates their ability and interest in the medium.

Mature students (aged 21 by 31st. December in the year of admission) are not necessarily expected to have formal qualifications. These students may be admitted to the Scheme on the basis of non – certificated learning. They will need to demonstrate relevant work experience including voluntary work and present a portfolio of lens based media work. The Scheme structure actively supports claims for Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) and Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL)

In the case of international applications the Admissions Tutor will liaise as appropriate with the University’s and College's international specialist staff to determine the academic standing of the applicant’s qualifications. All programmes of study are conducted and assessed in the English language hence in addition to possessing the necessary academic qualifications, overseas applicants will be required to demonstrate that they have or will have upon beginning the course a command of spoken and written English commensurate with the demands of the course e.g. IELTS 6.0, TOEFL 550 or equivalent. 
Applicants may be required to be interviewed locally by a British Council representative, an agent of the University, or other designated representative. In addition, where appropriate, applicants may have a telephone interview, submit an online portfolio and if necessary additional evidence. The format and content of the evidence will be determined by the Admissions Team.


	13  Evaluating and improvement of quality and standards

	The Scheme and its constituent routes and awards are managed and operated in accordance with College and University regulations and procedures. This will include representation and input from employers who will contribute to curriculum development and review. Reports will be made to the College and the University who will take appropriate action to continually enhance the Scheme and its awards. 



	14 Regulations of assessment



	This award subscribes to the admissions criteria and processes specified within the Scheme documentation. The Scheme adopts in full the University Academic Principles and Regulations. Students will be provided with a copy of the University Student Assessment Regulations (a sub-set of the University Academic Regulations) at the point of registration for their award. 

Any variation to the University Regulations or particular requirements for an award will be identified in award documents as appropriate.

Progression: Foundation degrees are a qualification in their own right but a key aim is that they encourage lifelong learning.  Holders of the foundation degree may chose to progress their learning in a variety of ways and over different timescales, possibly seeking professional accreditation or further vocational or academic qualifications or new career opportunities.  It is policy at Leeds Met that there are clearly identified progression routes from all foundation degrees to honours degree programmes. All awards within the Scheme will identify specific honours degree programmes for progression and learners will be offered the opportunity to contribute to the design of their qualification so that it meets their own organisation’s needs, whilst also maintaining the standard of the award. This will be facilitated through elements of personal and career development planning.

The honours degree options available at Hull College in the first instance are:

Lens Based Photo Media

	15  Indicators of programme quality

	This award subscribes to the admissions criteria and processes specified within the Scheme documentation. The Scheme has been developed through discussions with local employers and corporate clients, the outcomes of which indicated the requirement for a broad based qualification involving employer collaboration and input. These have been aligned closely with the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications and subject benchmarks.

The award builds on the success factors of the existing Foundation Degree in Lens Based Photo Media which has been running since 2003. Graduates from this programme have progressed into freelance practice including social, commercial, advertising, video production, photojournalism and fine art practice. Progression has also been high to top up Honours years at national universities.  The success of the programme reflects the enhanced opportunities it provides for student choice, flexible delivery and the inclusion of the skills and work-based learning elements.

The Scheme framework enables new course provision to be developed in an effective and timely manner. The Scheme seeks to promote increased cost-effectiveness of delivery through shared core modules which are contextualised to specific regional, sector and organisational needs. Additionally, course management of the provision is simplified through the adoption of common procedures and regulations in areas such as admissions and assessment. It is subject to full external scrutiny.

Industrial Contacts

As with all vocational higher education programmes the programme team have taken care to engage employers and stakeholder groups representing a broad cross section of professionals within the sector.

The development team feel they have achieved a balance of skills and knowledge which genuinely reflect the needs and interests of employers and potential students within the locality.

This award has been developed in collaboration with
· Tony Ward.       Topcolour      (member employer consultative committee)

· Sean Spencer.  Freelance Press Photography Agency

· Stephen Todd.  Stephen Todd Photography

· Karl Smit.          Karl Andre Photography  (ex graduate)




Foundation Degree in Lens Based Photo Media

Proposed Time table 

Full –Time

FD1

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	Induction 
	PPD1:  Frameworks for understanding – histories, theories and perspectives
	PPD2: Models of production, consumption and representation
	Final show

	
	
	
	
	
	                                                       Video Techniques 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	  Studio Photography
	                              Location Photography
	

	
	             WRL 1  ( Photographic Principles )


	
	
	           WRL2  (Studio Practice)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	                                     Digital Imaging
	
	


Full-Time

FD2

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	PPD3: Professional Contexts
	PPD4: Contextualising Studio Practice


	
	
	
	
	Final show

	                                         Web Site Design

                                (Photography, Video, Design)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	                     Specialist Studio Practice
	                                        Major Project
	
	

	                               WRL3

    ( Lens Based Media in Practice - Location)
	
	
	
	                         WRL4 

 ( Lens Based Media in Practice - Studio )
	
	
	
	
	


Foundation Degree in Lens Based Photo Media

Part- time

Year 1

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	Induction 
	PPD1:  Frameworks for understanding – histories, theories and perspectives
	PPD2: Models of production, consumption and representation
	Final show

	
	                                                                             Studio Photography
	

	
	               WRLI (Photographic Principles )
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	                                     Video Techniques
	


Year 2

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	                                                   Digital Imaging
	
	
	
	
	
	Final Show

	PPD3: Professional Contexts
	                          Specialist Studio Practice
	
	

	                                   WRL2 ( Studio Practice)
	   WRL3 (Lens Based Media Practice-Location))
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Year 3

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	PPD4: Contextualising Studio Practice


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Final Show 

	                        Location Photography
	
	
	                              Major Project
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Web Site Design (photography, video,design)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	       WRL4 (Lens Based Media Practice- Studio )
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